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Editorial

The RBIl decision
was not required

The Reserve Bank of India in a surprise move on Friday,
May 19, 2023 announced that the currency notes of Rs.
2000 will no longer be in circulation. The RBI in a
statement said, those who have Rs. 2000 notes in
possession, can exchange them with other smaller notes
by September 30.2023. There after exchange ofRs.2000
notes will not be allowed. The RBI said, these notes will
continue to remain legal tender. People have been
allowed a four-month window ending on September 30
to either deposit or exchange the Rs 2,000 note. The RBI
decision immediately sparked off a series of criticism
from opposition parties, leading by the Congress.
Powered by overwhelming majority in the Karnataka
assembly election, the principal opposition Congress
Party said that the BJP led Central government has failed
miserably in reading the economy. The people have yet
in their mind the difficulties face by demonitisation that
took place in 2016. They have again been made to face
similar difficulties. Whatever the principal opposition
party thinks about, but this may not be considered
demonetisation — there is little clarity, also, over the
status of these notes on October 1. But this decision only
reinforces the view that the introduction of the Rs 2000
note directly contradicted the claims made at the time by
the government that demonetisation of Rs 500 and Rs
1,000 notes was a well thought out, effective and
permanent strike against black money. On contrary, a
report from an agency in Switzerland suggests that the
black money deposited by Indian people have increased
by 30 per cent during Modi govt. We believe Friday’s
decision was notrequired as the the RBI’s annual report
says, no fresh Rs 2,000 notes have been supplied by the
printing presses in the past few years. The disposal of
soiled notes has been steadily increasing, this note was
in effect losing its share in the larger economy. In 2019,
the Rs 2,000 note accounted for 31.2 per cent of the value
ofallnotesin circulation. By 2022, ithad fallento 13.8 per
cent. And by the end of March 2023, it had fallen further.
[t makes me say that this high denomination note would
have fallenin a time to come, and as the numbers of soiled
notes rose, it could have been slowly phased out of
circulation without causing disruption to the system and
inconvenience to the public.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Khelo India University Games will
iIncrease team spiritamong youth: PM

New Delhi. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
declared open the 3rd edition
of Khelo India University
Games 2022 in Lucknow via
video conference. This year,
the third edition of the Khelo
India University Games will
be held from 25th May to 3rd
June in Uttar Pradesh.

"The third edition of
University Games is very
special in itself because this
is a way to increase the team
spirit in the youth of the
country” said the Prime
Minister Modi while inau-
gurating the games. Congra-
tulating the players who are
participating in the game,
Modi said " It has become a
very good medium to
increase the team spirit
among the youth and the
feeling of Ek Bharat Shre-

shtha Bharat".

The Prime
Minister said earlier only a
few thought about making a
career through sports and
the very reason was that
sports didn't get adequate
support from the govern-
ment...adding that besides,
no attention was paid to
sports infrastructure and to
the needs of the athletes" .
Modi said, "the Common-
wealth scam was a living
proof of the attitude of
previous governments towa-
rds sports". Underlining the

new initiatives to promote
sports culture in the country,
he said under the new
National Education Policy
sports is now going to be a
part of the curriculum. He
informed that the creation of
the country's first 'National
Sports  University'  will
further help in developing a
sport culture in the country.
Prime Minister Modi said, "in
the schemes for the urban
sports infrastructure, the
previous govt only spent Rs
300 crore. However, under
the Khelo India initiative our
government has spent
around Rs 3,000 crore". The
Khelo India University
Games (KIUG) is now India’s
biggest multi-sport com-
petition at the higher
education level.

Players participating in KIUG represent
India's new energy CM Yogqi

|

Lucknow. Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Thursday said that the players
competing in the Khelo India
University Games (KIUG)
from all over the country
represent India’s new energy.
On the occasion of the
inauguration of the Khelo
India  University = Games
organised at Babu Banarasi
Das (BBD) Stadium in
Lucknow, Yogi said, "The
successful completion of all
these programmes under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will not only

promote sports in UP butalso
give these players, coming
from all over the country, the
chance to visit different parts
of the state." Welcoming Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who
inaugurated the event
through video conferencing
from Delhi, he said, "On this
occasion, this youth power of

the country is eager for your
guidance. Congratulations to
you on behalf of this youth
power." Expressing gratitude
to PM Modi for being given the
responsibility of hosting the
third edition of the KIUG, the
CM said, "Under your
direction, sports activities
have spread to every village,
whether it be through the
Sansad Khel Pratiyogita, the
Fit India Movement or the
Khelo India University Games.
Every youth and adult takes
pride in participating in these
activities.

Gadkari- A Man of Mission

Ghaziabad: Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari is a man of
mision. He has been on his
mission to take road
infrastructure in India to a
newer height. He on Friday
informed that in a proud
moment, the Ghaziabad-
Aligarh Expressway has
made history by achieving a
remarkable feat - laying of
Bituminous Concrete over a
distance of 100 lane kmin an

T HAay
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unprecedented time of 100 v
hours. tweeted Nitin Gadkari.
"This accomplishment "The Ghaziabad-Aligarh

highlights the dedication and
ingenuity of India's road
infrastructure industry. I
extend my congratulations to
the exceptional teams of
Cube Highways, L&T, and
Ghaziabad Aligarh Express-
way PvtLtd (GAEPL) for their
outstanding achievement,”

section of NH-34, spanning
118 kilometers, plays a vital
role as a transportation link
between the densely popu-
lated regions of Ghazia-bad
and Aligarh. This project
traverses various towns and
cities in Uttar Pradesh,
including Dadri, Gautam

Buddh Nagar, Sikandrabad,
Bulandshahr, and Khurja. It
serves as a critical trade
route, facilitating the move-
ment of goods and contri-
buting to regional economic
development by connecting
industrial areas, agricultural
regions, and educational
institutions," Gadkari said.
"Emphasizing our commi-

tment to sustainability and
cost-effectiveness, we have
implemented the use of Cold

Central Plant Recycling
(CCPR) technology in the
project. This innovative

green technology involves
utilizing 90% of the milled
material, which amounts to
nearly 20 lakh square meters
of road surface,” the Union

Minister said. "Consequently,
the consumption of virgin
materials has been reduced
to a mere 10%. By adopting
this approach, we have signi-
ficantly reduced fuel consu-
mption and the asso-ciated
greenhouse gas emissions,
thereby makinga substantial
contribution to low-ering our
carbon footprint,” he in-
formed.

"Under the leadership of
PM Modi, our commitment
lies in ensuring exceptional
mobility for every commuter,
thereby promoting comm-
erce and driving economic
activities in the region thro-
ugh the development of
worldclass highways at the
fastest speed without com-
promising on quality,” men-
tioned Nitin Gadkari.
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