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Editorial
Dignity of Majesty

Rebelling against Uddhav Thackeray in Maharashtra,
some Shiv Sena MLAs had announced to form a separate
party. In this way, the crisis of majority had arisen on
Uddhav Thackeray's government. Then the then
Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari had ordered Uddhav
Thackeray to prove his majority. There was a lot of
political drama then and Thackeray finally resigned from
his post instead of presenting a majority. Questions had
started to arise on the role of the Governor regarding this.
Koshyari administered the oath of office to the BJP chief
ministerinthe midstofapolitical upheaval when the Shiv
Senahad initially decided to form the Maha Vikas Aghadi
government in alliance with the Nationalist Congress
Party and the Congress instead of the BJP. Due to this, he
was accused that he was doing what the Center wanted.
The courthas also termed his behaviorasinappropriate.
Similarly, in Delhi, Lieutenant Governor VK Saxenahad in
away taken over all the powers of the elected government
and was constantly obstructing the administrative work.
There was a plea in the Supreme Court for the
interpretation of rights on this and now the Constitution
Bench has given a decision in favor of the elected
government. The tussle between the Lieutenant
Governor and the elected governmentin Delhi was going
on from the very beginning. The lieutenant governors
who came before VK Saxena also tried to block every
decision of the Delhi government. In a way, the authority
of the Delhi government was taken away especially
regarding the posting and transfer of administrative
officers. Even then, about five years ago, this fight for
rights had reached the Supreme Court and it had given a
verdict that the right of posting and transfer of officers
rests with the elected government. But even then the
Lieutenant Governor did not take care of his limit. Now
the Supreme Courthas said thatalthough the Lieutenant
Governor has been appointed by the President to look
after the administrative work, but it is very important to
give power to the elected government.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

India clubbed with Australia, Uzbekistan,
Syriain AFC AS|an Cup 2023 Draw

Doha. India have been drawn
in Group B of the AFC Asian
Cup Qatar 2023, after the
draw ceremony was
conducted at the Qatar Opera
House, in Doha, Qatar, on

Thursday.
The Blue Tigers, who are
ranked 101 in the FIFA

Rankings, and will be playing
the AFC Asian Cup for the fifth
time, are setto meet Australia
(ranked 29th), Uzbekistan
(ranked 74th), and Syria

(ranked 90th) in the
tournament proper.

AIFF President Kalyan
Chaubey, Senior Men’s

National Team head coach
Igor Stimac, and Women's
national coach Maymol Rocky
were present at the Qatar
Opera House for the official
draw ceremony.

Beginning from Pot 4,
India were the firstteamto be
drawn into Group B, gaining
B4, after which they were
successively placed alongside
Syria (B3), Uzbekistan (B2)
and Australia (B1),
respectively.

Men's National Team head
coach Igor Stimac said after
the draw, 'We will be facing
Australia, Uzbekistan and
Syria in the AFC Asian Cup,
and it's going to be a tough
battle for wus. It's much
tougher than four years ago,
but we will be there to fight

Five teams to battle for three remaining
quarter-final spots in GroupAln IWL

Ahmedabad. Three placesin
the knockout stage are still
up for grabs on the final day
of action in Group A of the
2022-23 Indian Women's
League (IWL).  While
Gokulam Kerala are already
confirmed as group toppers,
five teams - Sports Odisha,
HOPS, East Bengal, Mumbai
Knights and Misaka United -
are separated by just three
points, and will battle for the
last three berths. It will be a
mountain to climb for IWL
debutants Mumbai Knights
FCas they take on the mighty
Gokulam Kerala FC at the
Shahibaug Police Stadium on
Friday. The Malabarians have
nothing to play for but head
coach Anthony Andrews
aims to maintain the winning
momentum. “Our players are
in good form and we have a
solid strategy in place. We
expectthemto come out with
everything they've got
tomorrow, but we will give
our best effort to stave off
their challenge and secure
our quarter-final spot in

Andrews said. For

style,”
Mumbai Knights, a win will
guarantee themaplaceinthe
quarter-final. A draw will
also be enough for Rutuja
Gunwant's side if both East
Bengal and Misaka United

lose their games. Misaka
United and Sports Odisha
will battleitoutinado-or-die
match in the simultaneous
kick-off at the TransStadia at
4:30 pm IST. While Sports
Odisha are currently in
second with 12 points,
Misaka are in sixth, but still
very much alive in the
competition with nine points.
For the Bengaluru-based
side, only a win will keep
their qualification hopes

alive. It won't be enough
though as they will also need
East Bengal and Mumbai
Knights to fail to win their
respective games.

Head coach Antony Dias
reflected on the mood in the
dressing room ahead of the
crucial game. "Our
preparation has been good.
We are focused and know
how we want to play to get
the full three points. The
players are motivated and
eager to get on to the pitch,"
he said. The qualification
scenario is a bit favourable
for Sports Odisha as even a
defeat will see them through
if East Bengal and Mumbai
Knights also don't win.

every step of the way.

"It's all about the time we
have in front of us to prepare
well, to obtain the work thatis
needed, and to be at the
strongest possible point by
nextJanuary." Speaking ahead
of the Official Draw Ceremony,
Asian Football Confederation
President Shaikh Salman bin
Ebrahim Al Khalifa said, “The
last time the AFC Asian Cup
was played in Qatar was 12
years ago, and there has been
great progress since then. We
have also initiated key
enhancements. There are 24
teams in the AFC Asian Cup
now, a new trophy, and $15
million in prize money. The
impact is clear to see. On
behalf of the Asian football
family,  would like to express
our gratitude to the QFA and
the LOC,and we also thank the
24 participating nations. The
stage is now set for a truly
memorable chapter in the
history of the tournament. We
wish all the teams the very
best.” Maymol Rocky, who was

conducting the draw along
with other representatives
from around Asia, said, “This
is the first time that India has
qualified for consecutive
editions ofthe AFC Asian Cup,
and it's a  fantastic
opportunity for our country
to be back at this stage. I'm
sure the team has prepared
very well, and hope we can
create history by qualifying
for the Round of 16.” In other
groups, tournament hosts
and defending champions
Qatararethetop seeded team
in Group A with their title
defence to begin against two-
time runners-up China PR,
Tajikistan and Lebanon.
Three-time winners Islamic
Republic of Iran, 1996
runners-up United Arab
Emirates, Hong Kong, China
and Palestine will vie for the
knockoutstage spotsin Group
C while record four-time
winners Japan, Indonesia,
2007 champions Iraq and
Vietnam were drawn in
Group D.

Nitin's hat-trick helps Teachers
Assn Xl win cricket tourney

Jammu. Hat-trick loaded Nitin
helped Teachers Association XI
to lift Ashok Sodhi Memorial
Cricket Trophy final played at
Maulana Azad Stadium here.
They defeated star studded
Veterans Cricket Association
J&K XI by 27 runs. Batting first
after winning the toss, Teachers
Association XI was bundled at
least total of 80 runs in 16.5
overs. Ajay Raina and Manish
Sharma scored 15 runs each
from winning side. Rahul
Jamwal from Veterans Cricket
Association J&KXI clinched four
wickets. Chasing the target,
Veterans side collapsed at 53 in
11.2 overs. Nitin's hat-trick
helped Teachers to take home
the Trophy. Deputy Inspector
General (DIG), Jammu-Kathua
Range, Shakti Pathak was the
chief gueston occasion. Flanked
by president Press Club of
Jammu, Sanjeev  Pargal,
Secretary  General, Dinesh
Manhotra, other office bearers
and management committee of
Press Club of Jammu, the chief
guest presented trophies to the
winning and runners up teams.

S\
Earlier, Brigadier Manpravesh
Herr, Commander, 36 Infantry
Brigade was the special guest
before the match. He interacted
with the players and wished
them luck for the match.
Meanwhile the organisers and
the spectators also paid floral
tributes to Ashok Sodhi on the
occasion. The tournament is
being organised by the Press
Club of Jammu in collaboration
with Jammu and Kashmir
Sports Council under ‘my Youth
My Pride’ programme The Press
Club of Jammu is organising the
tournament as a tribute in
memory of senior
photojournalist Ashok Sodhi—
who had attained martyrdom

while performing his
professional duties during a
fierce encounter between

militants and security forces at
SambaonMay 11,2008.
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